
Birdstrike risk forecast for mid till the end of October 2020 

Migration activity of many species currently reaches its height, so that the birdstrike risk at 
German airports is rather high. Currently bigger flocks of redwings and fieldfares (see below) 
broadly migrate over Germany in south-western direction and also cormorants, Northern 
lapwings (see below) and common wood pigeons can be seen in large numbers. The 
quantity of bigger abundances of common cranes (see below), migrating in  a corridor from 
Brandenburg over Lower Saxony to Rhineland-Palatinate, is currently also rather high and 
the resting grounds of these birds are mostly located near bigger waters and plain tracts. The 
numbers of Nordic swans and ducks is further rising whereat the occurrence of this species 
is restricted to the waters in the North of Germany. Similar counts for Nordic geese whose 
resting and overwintering areas are situated at the coasts and bigger inland waters in the 
North and East of Germany. Also gulls and Eurasian skylarks can be seen in bigger flocks on 
their migration while the numbers of waders at the coasts partially already decrease. 
 
The increased migration activity will go on during the next weeks whereat steady 
meteorological conditions with wind from north-eastern direction will raise the migration and 
rain and strong south-eastern winds could lead to a migration stop. Bird migration currently 
takes place during day and during night whereat the maximum activity of many species takes 
place around dawn and dusk. Though heights up to 30.000 ft. are reached, in most cases the 
migration focuses below 6.000 ft. 
 
Next to the occurrence of bigger, resting abundances of the above mentioned species, also 
increased appearances of crows, gulls and raptors always have to be expected at the 
airports manoeuvring areas. These birds use the green areas for foraging and resting and 
often count to the species which are permanently present. 
 
For your flight preparation please also use the birdtam chat provided under the following link 
https://www.notams.faa.gov/common/birdtam.html 
 

 

   

 

  

 

Redwing (Turdus iliacus), above left;              
Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris), above middle; 
Northern Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) above 
right; Common Crane (Grus grus) below 


