Birdstrike risk forecast for the beginning till mid-July 2025

The birdstrike risk at German airports reaches currently its peak. Responsible for this are
primarily fledged common kestrels and common buzzards, which often collide due to their low
experience. Large-scale mowing makes prey easily accessible for raptors, crows, gulls,
herons, storks, cranes and starlings and therefore lures these species to the airports
manoeuvering areas. In addition, many strikes of swallows and common swifts take place,
however, damages are just rarely caused. During high air pressure they hunt for insects in
larger heights, meaning the weather conditions also have an influence on the birdstrike risk.
After ceasing the breeding season many species migrate non-directionally or search for new
foraging resources and also often occur in larger flocks. Currently, large flocks of starlings,
using orchards, wetlands or vineyards, pose an increased risk in the vicinity of airports.

Furthermore, moulting migration of geese and mute swans (see below) as well as diving ducks
reaches its peak in many places now, while heights of 3,000 ft are reached. Especially, greylag
geese but also Canada and Egyptian geese (see below) use large waters with adjacent green
areas for browsing as moulting areas. If these areas are situated close to the airports, the
species can be seen more frequently, but due to their lacking flight ability they only pose a low
risk. While greylag and Egyptian geese occur throughout Germany with exception of the
mountains, Canada geese are concentrated in the western half, especially the north-west.

For your flight preparation please also use the birdtam chart provided under the following link
https://www.notams.faa.gov/common/birdtam.html.

Greylag Goose (Anser anser),
above left; Canada Goose (Branta
canadensis), above middle;
Egyptian Goose (Alopochen
aegyptiaca) above right; Mute Swan
(Cygnus olor), below.
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