
Birdstrike risk forecast for the beginning till mid-August 2026 

Inexperienced young birds - particularly kestrels, but also large flocks of swallows and swifts -

are primarily responsible for the persistently high risk of bird strikes at German airports.  

However, by mid-August, most of the common swifts will have migrated southwestwards. In 

addition, large-scale mowing is currently attracting many birds of prey, storks, herons, 

starlings, gulls and crows to airfields, as food is now available in large quantities and easily 

accessible. 

In addition, the migration of long-distance migrants is beginning, so that large numbers of 

shorebirds (see below), as well as the first Nordic ducks, are currently being recorded over the 

North Sea and the Baltic Sea. These species often migrate at night, so birds and collisions 

must be expected even in darkness and at higher altitudes. The migration of skylarks and corn 

buntings has already begun, too. 

Now that the breeding season has ended, many species are moving to new food sources, and 

young birds often gather in flocks. These factors, combined with the onset of bird migration, 

have led to significantly larger flock sizes in many species.  

For your flight preparation please also use the birdtam chart provided under the following link 

https://www.davvl.de/unsere-leistungen/birdtam  and additional information under the link 

https://www.flysafe-birdtam.eu/compo site_track.html 

finden. 

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

     

Dunlin (Calidris alpina), above left; Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica), above right; Curlew 

Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea), below left; Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola), below right (all 

birds are in winter plumage) 
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