Birdstrike risk forecast for mid-December 2025 till mid-January 2026

The birdstrike risk in Germany generally stays on a very low level during the next weeks. Only
small-scale commuting flights and evasive movements by the avifauna might occur, but these
are mainly limited to the daylight hours. Commuting flights between foraging, resting and
roosting places occur regularly, while evasive movements could take place especially with frost
and snow and in all directions. This counts especially for flights of herons, storks, cranes,
geese and swans as well as gulls and crows in the vicinity of airports. The numbers of Nordic
geese currently remain rather constant, but could increase rapidly due to the onset of winter in
the north-east of Europe. While greater white-fronted and barnacle geese (see below) appear
in large parts of North Germany, graylag geese (see below) occur throughout Germany with
constant abundances, but the Taiga bean geese (see below) can only be seen at the far north-
east and east.

The numbers of waders have further decreased, while currently significantly more sightings of
Tundra swans have been reported in northern Germany. Apart from that the sightings of
relevant bird species are constant. At the airport, maneuvering areas are still being regularly
used by crows, gulls, common buzzards and common kestrels. During twilight phases
increased commuting flights to and from their roosting places must be expected and pose a
particular risk especially with flocks of crows and gulls. On illuminated airport areas birds could
still move around in the dark, so that strikes must be expected.

For your flight preparation please also use the birdtam chart provided under the following link
https://www.notams.faa.gov/common/birdtam.html

Greater white-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons), above left; Barnacle Goose
(Branta leucopsis), above right; Greylag Goose (Anser anser), below left;
Taiga bean goose (Anser fabalis), below right.
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